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This paper analyzes the basic logic of James Fallows’ Japan revisionism. Fallows is a prominent journalist for the journal
The Atlantic. In this paper, | compare the arguments of his article “Containing Japan” that sent shock waves around the world
the moment it was published, and his arresting and alarming book Looking at the Sun: The Rise of the New East Asian
Economic and Political System, which came out five years after the publication of “Containing Japan.”

The study concludes that the ideas on Japan and on U.S.-Japan relations as presented in “Containing Japan” are
completely different from the views in Looking at the Sun. The purpose of “Containing Japan” is to make a case for containing
Japan’s expansion. In the article he argues: (1) Japan is different; (2) a different Japan is unfair and dangerous; and (3) to a
different Japan, a different response is needed. His views on Japanese culture provide the logical basis for “Containing Japan.”
The central argument of Looking at the Sun is that Western societies, especially America, have been using wrong mental tools
to classify, shape, and understand the information they receive about Asia. In Looking at the Sun, Fallows argues: (1) Japan is
different; (2) a different Japan is not unfair and not dangerous; and (3) to a different Japan, no different response is needed
and only a correct understanding of Japan is needed. His views on history provide the logical basis for Looking at the Sun. A
different Japan does not necessarily mean an unfair Japan. A different Japan does not necessarily mean a dangerous Japan. A
different Japan does not necessarily lead to a different response to Japan. The basic logic of “Containing Japan” is thus

inconsistent with that of Looking at the Sun.
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