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Methods for Co-prosperity of Fishing Communities and Fishery-based Cities

Takashige Suaimoto
Emeritus Professor, the University of Tokyo

The main purpose of this article is to discuss various methods to support restoration of the fishing villages and towns that
received heavy damages by the giant tsunami on March 11, 2011. First, the historical and regional characteristics of the ocean
environment and living marine resources in the offshore of the east coast of Honshu, Japan are explained. Next, the focus is on
the dispute between Miyagi Prefecture Governor Yoshihiro Murai and the head of the Miyagi Fisheries Co-operative Society on
the methods of restoration and reconstruction of the disaster-stricken fishing communities. Toward the end of this article, these
restoration methods are reviewed from the perspective of proper management for the sustainability and prosperity of both the
fishing communities and fishery-based cities, which are under the strong pressure of the global free market now and increas-

ingly in the near future.
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