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Sovereignty for International Politics: Its Functions and the Near Future

Kazuo NAKAZAWA

Abstract

Sovereignty is the pivot of norms for international Politics. Broadly speaking, it is a
certificate for independent states, namely national societies. States can, with the certificate,
entrance into the society of states at last.

Increasingly, it is transnationalization and globalization that dominates the society of
states. States, certainly, could not completely control the transborder movements of
things,money, information and so on. Some have argued that sovereignty is being eroded
by the intense tidal currents across the border. How will the trend impacts on sovereignty
as the pivot of international politics. In this article, I would like to clarify growing
importance of sovereignty functions in the middle of globalization. For countries with the
system for separation of power, sovereignty is no longer comprehensive, unqualified, and
exclusive power. It is now the right of justification for governance.

Although it never guarantees substance of governance, sovereignty forms in globalized

societies the basis for governance of the transborder, crossed, and intricate rights.
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