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Referendum Vote on the Construction of a Large Public Facility:
The Case of a Football Stadium in the City of Zurich

Mitsuhiko OKAMOTO

Abstract

This article explores the influence of a referendum vote on the construction of a large
public facility, especially a football stadium in the city of Zurich. In Switzerland eligible
voters can participate in referendums at least four times a year and therefore have regular
opportunities to influence political decisions. The public are the final decision makers and
can overrule the decisions of government and parliament. The government and parliament
must respect the decision of the people and the general public must also accept the results
of any referendum vote. In 2003 the majority of residents in the city of Zurich approved of
a plan for a construction of a new football stadium using funds from the private sector in
the city. However, some people did not entirely agree with the result of the vote and made
an appeal (contested the decision) in the court of justice. After this, the construction of the
football stadium was put on hold until a second referendum vote on the construction of the
stadium in 2013. At that time, the stadium was due to be constructed using city funds (tax-
payers’ money) but this proposal was rejected by a narrow majority. Because the city had
to pay for the cost of construction, the residents could not accept the proposal. I will

discuss the processes involved in these referendums on public facilities in Switzerland.
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1600777 ¥ TE V) ORFEETRIERE[LDEFH LV, PRI TW, FEBRIZ,
BRI TH o 72705, KBS IBEZ Tuo7z] EwH®, THbdid, H3KX, %4
X« 5 XORERICE > TEEPELTH - 7205, TO%, REICHHELRD, BEHIZIE
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X%£2-2 AwbbvaﬂB®m%(wmmmm)%ﬁ5x9y7A®@&®t
2 21%16147740007 5 ¥ O, 3 OIS EE SFIC RS T5000 7 5 v
@&@t@#mﬁ&mﬁ77/@ %ﬁm

20134 9H22H | BHEEH | 8 Rxt SEE | BEE | RAEE
L] 220678 | 51311 | 53 058 49.1 49.2 50.8
E1-2K 21836 | 4958 | 5642 50.3 46.8 53.2
% 3K 26961 | 6266 | 6001 47.6 51.1 48.9
% 45K 21879 | 4816 | 4457 44.4 51.9 48.1
E6 K 18056 | 4718 | 4868 55.3 49.2 50.8
%78 K 30300| 7656 | 9054 57.2 45.8 54.2
ERNES 28562 | 6587 | 6474 47.2 50.4 49.6
E10K 23011 | 6066 | 6283 55.5 49.1 50.9
ERANES 35737 | 7703| 7734 447 49.9 50.1
TR 14336 | 2541 | 2545 36.8 50 50

[High] Statistisches Jahrbuch der Stadt Ziirich 2014, Stadt Ziirich, S.372.

KF£2-3 Vb by v aXoFEeHBERIC 131557 9 O3

2013 9H 220 | BEEK |8 ==t BREX | BpE | RxFE
i 220 678 | 69 361 | 33 602 48.9 67.4 32.6
12K 21836 | 6728| 3677 50.1 64.7 35.3
% 3K 26961 | 8752| 3400 47.4 72 28
% 45K 21879 | 7052 | 2202 44.3 76.2 23.8
F6 K 18056 | 6620 | 2896 55.1 69.6 30.4
% 78K 30300 | 10460 | 5969 56.9 63.7 36.3
EXNES 28562 | 8563 | 4266 46.9 66.7 33.3
E10K 23011 | 8364 | 3846 55.4 68.5 315
ERREES 35737 | 9702 | 5448 44.4 64 36
TR 14336 | 3120| 1898 36.7 62.2 37.8

[High] Statistisches Jahrbuch der Stadt Ziirich 2014, Stadt Ziirich, S.372.
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1138 X CI2RBEX TlX, @Y%, B2 70V 27 MEHkIhTws PV SEoFER%
T, [HEHEL9.1%T, AY VT 2ORFIHLT, 553058k, 5J51311A
DR A TP L 720 AT ZE L 728 E13508% TH b0 £ DERIX T, b PRhES
THE o720 HI2XTIE, OFA2545%, BWMA2H4LE, TOEIAFETH -7, H11X
T, KW EIBRREL ) D TPISIEL TS o7z 1 - 2KEET - SKTIE

FNENSEOEENBE3.2% £54.2% Tdh - 720 b BREL L H > 7201, 51.9%D

BINE A4 - 5K THo72 P, (MFE2-2BLUKFE2-3)

SR OFERFEETIE, ERTFEDRAY VT LMIEETAEDBERZICOVWTIHIRESN
7oo [RE VT A LA THEEHMICET 5 130005 7 7 ¥ OREIZOVTEFld iz o
7oo RBHMIZETH5REE, TRNTOEEXTEPEROBEDSDH o720 BRFEIZ6/
936155 T, HEHD67.4%ICHYST 2%, L LAads, MItRIIHERICEELTEY,
EL 5L KAENRIT R S A horzln, SHOREMEED,HI1E, MK THEES2E
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¥, HED2Y—% - <v 7 (Corine Mauch: SP) & [F2—Y LIZIZEDY v H—H
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L72o SHICTAZ YT AL, SESELHEHPOENETNOEBEX TR L2 572DT
b)) L7z, SEOEBIE, BHOERE T-UAY, BEREO LA, B
Y= 2T TEDORYGREK), FLTLyFINVY FEBR2OHDAY VT LE
Vo T2 TRERH 7209 b LG weEair L Twh,
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V7 PYEBTELRDPS72DT, AF VT AZERTH LV MFHETHIC M2 I
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CSITEFTZEILRABZLEZIIODN LT,

TBHEBT, 2K - AK—vREEDFTL b+ + 99~ (Gerold Lauber: CVP) |
[Z5 V7 LADOMDHIZTEZ TRV, BEFHIE, TXTLERIRLAEA LT R
LhroleDEht | Likx7z,

L OPEEAEFIH T 5 KBOEO KIS E LT, SPIZHEORKEIEETH L LEWL
TWwh, [FCZE GC W) 2007 5 7IREMIEY Yy h— - AF I T L% ffio
THBIF X v RA%EHR LIz, MAT, AZIT7 ACHETAETCHED, —ZofFExiciX
BB D6TA%DERZRH L 20 boT, Akl R %, SPIX, LW FEITAL
iFE DIEENOIY MAE KT S Z L ZHERLTWD] L7z, F72, AF D7 L4
RACEB L Tz CVP b AR O R A L T2,

SHORFISERKFLTWAFDPIE, [Z0X)ARTaT 27 MIOWTIRRMA
KM ETRETH L EWHEIIEZ T, ZOAME LT, 10FFHOF 22—k - 2%
V7 . (Stadion Ziirich) b ZHEEHARTY a v ¥V FE— N Ea2 o TV DD
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FHENZEEM & FF o T 7™,
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ROROWHEEHERA~Y VI X - 777 A (Markus Knauss) 1, 4%, &9 3200
AT BEEMIE T H B bR, NV b b L AHIKIZIE S BERE A TR O FH IR 72 T
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HIFI20034E DMERZFE TR A Y U7 L OFHEIZ O L, #F38 % TH7 5 72 IG Hardturm
RV My VARBRBOAERE, SHOEETEHOFIEICER L Twz, L2rL, €h
DADOERIZE o TIE 24%160007 7 7 » 22 2 B MELICE R 7205 Lz v,

BbLOVIC—RAF I T 25205 2005 &5
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