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Different Dreams in the Same Bed: Cooperation among Allies in Five Power
Staff Conference (FPSC) from 1952 to 1954

Tatsuya NISHIDA

Abstract

This article aims to measure the depth of alliance cooperation in the process of
developing Five Power Staff Conference (FPSC) between 1952 and 1954 by applying the
concept of alliance integration. At the same time, the paper attempts to illuminate how
useful the concept is to understand the nature of a military alliance.

The article fist proposes five components of alliance integration, namely: 1) identifying
common threats to allies; 2) developing and sharing common military strategies and plans
to counter threats; 3) finding force requirements based on the plans and determining
burden-sharing of force provision among allies; 4) deploying forces of each allies
according to the burden-sharing decision, and 5) developing an integrated command
system and integrating allies’ forces under the single commander.

Applying these five components of alliance integration, the paper then investigates and
demonstrates how allies’ military cooperation had advanced through FPSC. Responding
to requests of the French Government, the U.S., the U.K, France, Australia and New
Zealand held FPSC from 1951 to 1954 to prevent and counter possible Communist Chinese
aggression in Indochina and in other parts of the Southeast Asia.

A major finding of this research shows cooperation among the five powers progressed
to an extent that they had developed and shared common military strategies and plans to
deter and counter potential Communist Chinese threats, but their cooperation stopped

there and further progress remained to be seen. The paper finally explores hypothetical
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reasons why allies cooperation in FPSC was suddenly suspended and what factors could

have promoted further progress.
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