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Whrat it means«to be a
Japanese global citizen

In 1964, the Tokyo Olympics provided the perfect
launchpad for post-war Japan to present its cultural,
technological and industrial achievements to_the world.
It was a spectacular success, and kicked off decades of
Japanese glory on the world stage.

The 2020 Tokyo Olympics were intended to do
the same - as well as to lift Japan from its economic
stagnation - but for obvious reasons, and less obvious
ones, when the games were finally held this summer, that
didn’t really happen.

Ironically, you could argue this was because the
Olympics are now a properly globalised event,
homogenised for global consumption, and hijacked by
global corporations. Somehow the Japanese-ness was
lost. The Tokyo Olympics could have taken place pretty
much anywhere in the developed world.

In a way, this'is a lesson for Japan. The country
needs to be more open tothe world in terms of outreach,
and more open in terms of those who visit, but at the
same time it needs to preserve what makes it unique and
special.

Clearly, globalisation is only moving in one
direction, but it is also having negative consequences on
the world and individual countries. So, young Japanese
people need to become global citizens, while maintaining
the essence of Japan and Japanese culture. They need to
go out into the world, interact with the world, learn from
the world, and Japan needs to welcome the world but all
of thisneeds to happen without a negative impact on
Japan.

It’s a tricky high wire to walk. What should we
carry across the canyon, and what should the Japanese
leave behind?

Michael Booth is an
award-winning author,
journalist and
broadcaster. He
contributes to a
number of
newspapers and
magazines globally,
including Asahi
Shimbun, The Sunday
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Times, Hankyoreh,
The Guardian and
Weekendavisen. His
books have been
translated into 20
languages, adapted as
anime by NHK and
serialised on BBC
radio. He is the
Denmark correspon-
dent for Monocle
magazine and
Monocle 24 radio. His
latest book is 'Three
Tigers, One
Mountain', published
in English by Jonathan
Cape and in Japanese
by Kadokawa.
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