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A Study of Fashion Magazines and Stealth Marketing:
The Norm of “Distinction Between Advertising and Editorial Matter”

in the Digital Age
KASAHARA Kazuya, MASUDA Mei

Abstract
Journalistic norms have held that "advertising and editorial matter must be clearly
distinguished." However, with the digitalization of mass media, stealth marketing
has become a significant problem. The Consumer Affairs Agency has designated
stealth marketing as "misrepresentation" under the Act against Unjustifiable
Premiums and Misleading Representations and has prohibited it through a public
notice that will take effect on October 1, 2023. This paper explores how fashion
magazines, which have historically maintained an ambiguous distinction between
articles and advertisements, are responding to this journalistic norm in the digital
age. Furthermore, it examines the significance of fashion magazines amidst the

numerous media competing for recipients' disposable time.
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