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Marketing and Recursion
The Application of the Concept of Social Capital to Digital Economic Phenomena

MIZUSHIMA Hisamitsu

Abstract
This paper is an attempt to examine what J. Habermas calls ‘The problem of
legitimacy in late capitalism’ in relation to recent trends in ‘Marketing’ that
incorporate social issues, such as P. Kotler's ’Social Marketing’, for example. The
momentum to rethink the concept of ‘Capital’ from the ground up, via D. Aaker's
‘Brand Equity’ research, suggests the possibility of advancing the discussion of
poverty, inequality and environmental issues by placing ‘Social Capital’ at the heart
of the concept of a digital network society. The focus of the three disciplines -
economics, management and sociology - which have been divided by the different
goals they seek, is beginning to overlap. This is a preparatory thought experiment

to realize these linkages.
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